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Good Monday morning JAGS.  As everyone is fully aware Covid 19 changed the entire landscape of sports.  It certainly 

did here at Jacksonville College.  The first week of March we were travelling across to Bossier City to watch our Men’s 

and Women’s Basketball teams compete in the Region XIV Conference Tournament.  The next week was spring break and that was it.  During 

that week the decision was made to not have students return and move to offering all instruction on-line.  Also, during that week the decision 

was made by the NJCAA to postpone all spring athletic activities including the Basketball National Championship tournaments.  What a 

shocking end to our student’s year. We were looking forward to a great spring.  Our golf teams had just had their best tournament of the 

season.  Our track and field team finished third place in our first ever event which was hosted by Southern Arkansas University.  Not bad 

considering that JC competed with distance runners only against 4-year university full squads.  Good job Jags.  Our Men’s Tennis team had 

just been ranked # 18 in the nation.  Because of our improvements to our soccer programs we were invited to take place in scrimmages during 

the spring off-season against a couple of 4-year universities.  It sent quite the shockwave through our system.  Fortunately, for the Jacksonville 

College family we have heard of no athlete or family member that has contracted the virus.  Praise the Lord for that.  On campus we operated 

with limited staff and now that things are beginning to open up a bit the school mandates that social distancing will continue as we strive to get 

past the pandemic.  With face to face school being moved to 100% online, and with no student athletes on campus we had no choice but to 

start planning for fall.  Recruiting for fall 2020 has already begun.  It certainly seems like our normal summer activities.   

There is still a lot of uncertainty surrounding Covid 19 and how it will affect what school looks like.   We are hearing of schools cancelling 

athletics for the entire 2020-21 year.  We are hearing of schools eliminating sports.  We are hearing schools that are not being allowed to 

recruit athletes until some of the uncertainty is eliminated. As mentioned we have made the decision to move forward.  We are praying for and 

trusting the Lord to help find the necessary medicines for the virus and give the necessary guidance to move past what is going on.  With that 

being said, since my last newsletter we made the decision to add Men’s and Women’s track and field.  Our current Cross Country coaches 

Kirby Shepherd and Jacob Rowland will head that up.  We have new Women’s Basketball coaches.  Coach Caleb Henson comes to 

Jacksonville College from ETBU.  Cheyenne Brown has agreed to come in and be the assistant coach.  Both have very impressive bios that I 

hope you have read.  If not, you can find those on the schools social media pages.  We are very excited to have them here.  Both coaches 

came in and have worked a lot of hours trying to fill their roster and game schedule in what is historically the typical end of that for basketball.  

They have done tremendous.  For all of our sports, recruiting is going very well.  We are positioned to increase our student enrollment for the 

third consecutive year.  I am very excited because, not only are our numbers up, I am also very impressed with the character and quality of the 

students athletes I have met.  Very excited.   

From the AD’s office I have been busy as well.  We are working on several projects that I think will be tremendous and very important 

improvements to our program.  We are currently working on a strategic plan to identify how in the athletic department we can better support 

the mission of the school.  We are working on strategies to improve fundraising activities.  We are looking for ways to better transport our 

teams to their events safely and with a little more flexibility.  The first thing you will see is something I am really excited about.  As we continue 

to push for improved quality in the program Jacksonville College has announced that we have signed an agreement with Under Armour to be 

our official team gear outfitter.  Under Armour’s gear is of great quality and should serve our athletes well.  Along with that the athletic staff met 

and decided that this would be the perfect time to work on the branding of Jacksonville College athletics.  Thank You to our Associate AD 

Coach Martin Melchor for doing the legwork on this project.  Moving forward I think this will be great to have specific logo(s) that are identifiers 

to Jacksonville College Athletics.  Thank You to Dr Smith for your support.  Thank You to our coaches for your input and support of this project 

as well.  I will include a link to the press release that will also include the proposed logos that we will be using.  As part of our agreement with 

Under Armour, our fans will be able to purchase the same gear that are athletes are using through an online team store that we will be 

developing over the summer.  There will be more information coming out on that as the summer moves along.  

I hope to be more diligent in providing these updates at least on a monthly basis moving forward.  For now I will close with this.  As of this 

morning, Monday 05-18-20, Jacksonville College is moving forward with Plan A.  We intend for our students to be allowed back on campus to 

begin fall classes.  We are planning on beginning our fall sport offseason activities August 1.  There are dates along the way that are very 

important for the implementation of this plan.  Please view the schools and team social media pages for updates.     

As always, we covet your prayers as we move forward in faith. GO JAGS! 

Ken Hamilton 

Athletic Director 

khamilton@jacksonville-college.edu  

https://www.jacksonville-college.edu/athletics 
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